
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer         19 December 2019 
 

 

S3 Options Information Evening - Tuesday 7 January 2020  

 

We would like to invite S3 Parents/Carers to attend our S3 Options Information Evening at Alness Academy on 

Tuesday 7th January at 6.30pm. The purpose of this event is to explain the structure of the new S4 Option Form. In 

addition, we will outline the full process and support available to your child from the school, including Teachers, 

Pupil Support staff, Careers Advisor SDS, Aspire North and Faculty Heads.  Approximately 38% of leavers from Alness 

Academy move on to Employment or Apprenticeships and it is our priority that pupils leave school with the skills 

required for both the world of work and further study. Next session, in 2020-2021 we will continue to focus upon 

Leadership and Developing the Young Workforce by introducing a wider variety of courses, including Uniformed 

and Emergency Services, Creative Industries, Hair, Beauty and Professional Cookery.  

 

S456 Prelims - Wednesday 8 January to Friday 17 January 2020 

 

All pupils are expected to return to school for Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th January. The prelims will begin on 

Wednesday 8th January, and run until Friday 17th January. All S4/5/6 will be entitled to a period of Prelim Study Leave. 

Work has been provided by class teachers for any pupils not sitting exams; this can be accessed at home through 

Google Classroom. A supervised study room will be available for pupils wishing to study in school throughout the 

prelim period. Pupils must sign in at the office and the study venue timetable will be on display at reception. All 

pupils are expected to wear full school uniform if in the school building for study or a prelim. All pupils are expected 

back in classes on Monday 20th January.  Prelims are a vital part of examination preparation and I would encourage 

your sons and daughters to prepare for these thoroughly and listen carefully to feedback and advice from staff, in 

order to achieve success.  
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At the end of this term Alness Academy will bid farewell to Mr Chris Riggs, Teacher of Chemistry, who is leaving to 

study for a PhD in the New Year.  Thank you Chris for your time at Alness Academy and best of luck in your career.  

Miss Hayley Smyth will replace Chris and we welcome Hayley on 6th January 2020.  

 

We also say farewell to Mrs Rhoda Patience who has been the Office Administrator for over 34 years. As Rhoda 

leaves Alness Academy, I’m certain that parents, staff and pupils all wish her good health and a long and happy 

retirement.  Mrs Sandra Begg will replace Rhoda and we welcome Sandra on 6th January 2020. 

 

During the last term, my own Depute Head Teacher post, has been ably covered by a sharing of roles between all 

existing Deputes, Miss McAndrew, Mr Macrae and Mr Mackay. After successful interview, I am pleased to announce 

that Mr Ian Weafer, Faculty Head English and Languages will take on the role as Acting Depute Head commencing 

6th Jan 2020. Miss Katie Mills will cover Mr Weafer’s classes on a supply basis from January, pending an 

advertisement for his Faculty Head role.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank all the staff and partners for their hard work and support 

this term. Alness Academy staff and partners are incredible and will do whatever it takes to meet the needs of our 

young people. Our school has a wonderful team spirit and our pupils continue to shine in their endeavours both 

within and out with the school building. Our social media accounts will testify to this, and that is only a fraction of 

what actually happens. Without the support of all our parents and carers, many of these achievements would not 

have been possible-thank you.  

 

May I wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Catherine Brown 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 


