
 

 

 

 

 

 

6 November 2019 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 
 
My name is Catherine Brown and I am honoured to introduce myself as the Acting Head Teacher of 
Alness Academy.  
 
I was born and brought up in north Sutherland and have worked in Highland as a maths teacher and 
Faculty Head for 17 years. For the past two years as Depute Head at Alness Academy I have 
developed positive relationships with the students, staff and parents and I feel privileged to be 
leading the school at such an exciting time.  
 
Improvement plans for the coming year are well underway. I will ensure that these plans are 
delivered on time and to a high standard so that your children achieve to the best of their ability. The 
four key improvement areas are: 
 

● Leadership of Change - ensuring that planned leadership opportunities are available for all 
staff and students 

● Learning, Teaching and Assessment - seeking out and sharing good practice in all areas  
● Raising Attainment - broadening the curriculum and continuing to scrutinise performance 

data to continue our improvement journey 
● Leadership and Aspiration - providing planned academic, sport and work-related experiences 

 
There will be an advertisement for my Depute Head post very soon. In the interim, the existing 
senior management has kindly agreed to take on extra responsibilities: 
 

 Mr Macrae will be Year Head for S3 and link with Maths & Business and CDT & Art 

 Mr Mackay will be Year Head for S4 and link with Science and Social Subjects 

 Miss McAndew will be link for the Primary schools 
 

I will continue to be responsible for the Curriculum and Timetable and act as SQA Coordinator. 
 
Our dedicated staff devote many hours to offer extra-curricular opportunities including supported 
study after school. I urge you to encourage your child to take advantage of these. More information 
can be found on the school website and twitter. 
 
I expect all pupils to wear correct uniform and arrive on time to school. The winter is upon us so all 
pupils will be permitted to wear a plain black jumper over their shirt and under their blazer.  
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The school has a number of upcoming events which I would like to share:  
 

 S1 Columba 1400, 20 November 

 UCAS Deadline, Friday 29 November 

 S2 Information Evening, Tuesday, 3 December 

 S456 Parents Evening, Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 December  

 School Dance, Wednesday 18 December 

 Last day, Friday 20 December  

 Prelims, Wednesday 8 January to Friday 17 January 2020. 
 
Head Teacher Surgery this term: I will be available for parent drop-ins on alternate Tuesdays 4-5pm 
starting 12 November should you wish to meet with me to discuss any issues.  (Tuesday 26 
November, Tuesday 10 December) 
 
The Alness Academy family has much to look forward to in 2020, in particular the move to our state 
of the art new school in the Spring.  There will be parent information evenings in the new year.  
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support. Please do not hesitate to contact 
the school if you have any queries regarding your child.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
Catherine Brown  
Head teacher 
 

 

 


